
Dear Friends, 

 

Allow me to thank again all the board members for their 

excellent work and all of our members for their support 

during 2017. Our special gratitude to his Excellence Leo 

D’Aes who has been keeping his doors open for the 

BSBA and to Mrs D’Aes who always brings her warm 

welcoming smile to our events whenever possible. We 

saw Gilberte Delva leaving as secretary but we also 

welcomed Milica Vranjanac arriving in that challenging 

position. With back stage support of Gilberte and all 

board members Milica took it up very well. We unlocked 2018 which promisses to be an 

active year with more presentations and working meetings but still spiced with social 

gatherings. The planned activities for 2018 can be found in this newsletter, but are still 

adaptable to new emerging trends or important events or legal changes. We will continue the 

development of our business platform and give 2018 a more BENELUX character. Join us in 

our efforts, send us your experiences/ questions and information on your activities.  

The BSBA wishes you for 2018 success in your business endeavours as well as for you and 

your families. 

Word of the Chairman :  

Special points of interest: 

 Welcome 2018 

 Activities 

 Members inform 

 Activities for 2018 

 Did you know? 

 Upcoming events 
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Member’s evening (27 Sep) 

The member’s evening in September has become an event we always are looking forward to. 

As usual this event is gathering most members and their guests. After the summer holidays we 

are picking up the full engagement of business life again. This year we finally could present 

our reshaped BSBA web site which has been developed by Tajana and Stefan, a young «IT- 



couple” from Novi Sad. The web site offers easy access to information, the directory, a info blog 

and picture gallery. INHotel was again our preferred venue for a relaxing environment for 

business and small talks. The full picture gallery of this event can be found on http://

www.bsbiz.eu/members-evening/ . You missed it ? Do not miss it in September 2018 ! 
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The Office of the Commercial Attache and the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Serbia 

organised organised the seminar “Region grada Brisela– mogućnost za unapređenje poslovanja 

MSP”. The seminar presented not only the posibilities in cooperation with companies from the 

Brussels Region but highlighted also the posibilities offered by EU funding availlable in Serbia. 

After the seminar there was a B2B arrangement. Jelena Babić, Director of the Centre for EU 

Integration was moderating the seminar. The BSBA was present at this event. 

 

Seminar Region Brussels: Opportunities business/improvement of SMEs (18 Oct)  

17th Serbian Economic Summit (23-24 Oct)  

The BSBA was represented on the Summit which was held in 

Metropol Palace, Belgrade. Emininent speakers were PM Ana 

Brnabić, and several ministers as well as high national and 

international representatives from the public and private sector. 

Main discussion topics were the Increase the Competitiveness 

of the Serbian Economy, Emerging GeopoliticalTrends and 

SecurityChallenges, Serbia’s Road Map to the European Union, 

Regional Development through cross border cooperation, 

Serbia’s macroeconomic developments towards a stronger 

economic Growth, Financing Developmental Projects of 

Private & Public Sector, Digital State of Mind, The Outlook of 

the Health System of Serbia and the Regional Energy Outlook. 

BSBA member meeting on “Leading Tax Optimization Strategies in the field 

of employment” (24 Oct) 

The residence of the Belgian Ambassdor was again the décor for an interesting members meeting 

in which we discussed “Leading Tax Optimization Strategies in the field of employment”. The 

presentation and discussion were in the hand of Milos Dosen. Members did not only appreciate 

the view of the presenter but also exchanged their specific experiences in employment contracts 

and the use of specific contracts for independent qualified staff. 



The topic was well choosen, proven 

by the intensive exchange of 

experiences between members and 

their representatives after the 

presentation. This session was the 

second on this topic and was granted 

a lot of feedback from the HR 

representatives. 
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The overall objective of the workshop wass to promote the Blue Economy, its principles, 

potentials and strategy for setting up business models, not just from the theoretical point 

of view, but also from various practical examples that have been realized till now. Pre-

senting main principles and strategies that can innovate existing business models and 

lead to the reorientation of existing cash flows within everyone's reach, as well as unused 

assets. In view of this, the prospects, potentials and challenges of Blue Economy were 

presented by Ekofungi and discussed as well as the benefits of adopting a Blue Economy 

approach. The Ekofungi mission is encapsulated by the motto - From Waste to Taste, and 

that motto represents the way they cultivate their mushrooms, using waste materials from 

various industries. The presenta-

tion was combined/followed by a 

light dinner prepared solely with 

the Ekofungi product – mush-

rooms grown on waste from 

various industries: straw, saw-

dust, paper waste, coffee dreg 

mixed with cardboard, textile 

industry waste mixed with saw-

dust, textile industry waste 

mixed with cardboard, and hard 

textile waste.  

Members’ meeting“The Strategic Business Model of the Blue Economy”(28 Nov) 

General Assembly and “End of Year reception (12 Dec)  

The BSBA held its General Assembly on 12 Dec in the Residence of Ambassador Leo 

D’Aes with 35 valid voters. Past and future activities of the BSBA have been presented 

and financial statements approved. 

Suggested topics for elaboration / discussion in 2018: 

 Current regulations and hot topics – suggested guest speakers Popovic, Popovic 

and  Partners (new corporate member) 

 Benelux cooperation event – networking event 

 Finance – suggested guest speaker State Secretary at Ministry of Finance, 

Republic of  Serbia, Deloitte Tax Advisory Department 

 Export Credit Insurance - AOFI – Serbian Export Credit and Insurance Agency  

 Development of e-commerce in Serbia and e-commerce regulations  

The official part was followed by an «End of Year” reception  with BSBA members and 

invited guests, offered by the Ambassador. In a warm atmosphere it was the opportunity 

for all guests to tatse some Belgian specialities ... Other than chocolates and beer. 



The top prize, “Grand Prix Mira Trailovic”, of the 51st Belgrade International Theater Festival – 

BITEF was awarded to “Mount Olympus” by Belgian artist Jan Fabre. 
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Belgium's Elicio completes construction of Malibunar wind farm – Test operations in November, 

value of investment EUR 14 million 

Elicio has completed the construction of the Malibunar wind farm with 

four turbines with 8 MW of total capacity. The expected annual 

production of the wind farm is 25 GWh, sufficient for supplying 7,200 

households, whereas the CO2 emission will also be reduced by around 

16,000 tons a year. Elicio invested EUR 14 million in the construction 

of the wind farm, of which EUR 9.8 million was provided by 

UniCredit Bank through a loan. The test operations are supposes to 

start in November, and the facility should be put into operation at full 

capacity in early 2018. Parallel to the Malibunar wind farm, the 

company has been developing the Alibunar wind farm since 2010, and 

the construction began this June. The 

Alibunar wind farm will have 21 turbines 

with 42 MW of total capacity. The total 

value of the investment is EUR 80 million, 

of which 19.1 million was provided by the 

World Bank's IFC, 40 million by 

commercial banks and the remaining amount 

of over EUR 20 million by Elicio. The 

Malibunar and Alibunar locations were 

picked as the optimal location for wind 

farms in this area of Southern Banat 

following precise ground explorations and 

measurements of wind speed and quality, 

also confirmed by a wind atlas study. Elicio, 

a member of the Belgian industrial giant 

Nethys, is the owner and the contractor of 

the project of construction of the Alibunar 

and Malibunar wind farms. Ambassador Leo 

D’Aes, First Attaché Ewoud Roes and 

Chairman of the BSBA dr. Hugo van Veghel attended the event in Malibunar.  

According to the Bitef audience opinion, the best 

performance was “Mount Olympus” (4.73), 

followed by "(Sa)slušanje" (4.27), and the third 

best performance ( 4.09) was “Carstvo nebesko” 

directed and co-produced by the Serbian National 

Theater and Bitef Theatre. The jury of the 

newspaper Politika also awarded Jan Fabre as 

the best director of the 51st Bitef. 

51st Bitef, bearing the slogan Epic Trip, was 

opened by the performance Mount Olympus: to 

Glorify the Cult of Tragedy – a 24h-Performance, 

by the renowned Belgian director Jan Fabre. The 

fascinating spectacle with 27 first-class dancers, 

actors and performers from various countries, 

based on ancient mythology in toto, as described 

through epics and tragedies. By pronouncing the 

winner, the 51st Bitef, that this year lasted for nine days and 40 hours, was closed. 

https://www.ekapija.com/en/news/1872915/unicredit-bank-serbia-and-belgian-elicio-to-invest-in-res-eur-98
https://www.ekapija.com/en/news/1872915/unicredit-bank-serbia-and-belgian-elicio-to-invest-in-res-eur-98
https://www.ekapija.com/en/news/1877305/funds-for-alibunar-wind-farm-approved-to-belgiums-elicio-ifc-loan-worth
https://www.ekapija.com/en/news/1877305/funds-for-alibunar-wind-farm-approved-to-belgiums-elicio-ifc-loan-worth
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Jan Fabre, a Belgian multidisciplinary artist, playwright, stage director, choreographer and designer, won the Bitef 

Grand Prix back in 1984 for his performance “The Power of Theatrical Madness” and the 2011 Bitef was opened by 

the play “Prometheus Landscape II” by Jan Fabre. Freddy Decreus, professor at Ghent University called Jan Fabre’s 

24-hour performance Mount Olympus “One of the most important theatrical initiatives in recent decades; an 

outstanding event that really can be called historic.” 

“Mount Olympus” is a play that by combining the motives, stories and characters from the Greek mythology and 

Homeric themes and characters presents a Dionysian orgy of madness, incest, murder, music, extreme sports, 

spiritual revelations, and, above all, the eruptive power and joy of life, as never seen before. Or, simply put, “There is 

theatre history before and after “Mount Olympus”, as written in professor Freddy Decreus' analysis of “Mount 

Olympus”. 

Belgian humanitarian support facilitation by the BSBA — Delhaize shows heart  

On Sunday 15th October a Belgian bus with six enthusiastic seniors passed through Serbia, on its way to Cyprus, on a 

charity expedition for an orphanage. The members were looking for a suitable, preferably private place where their 

bus can be parked when they arrive and where they will spend the night (in the bus). No facilities were required. 

With facilitation of our Ambassador and BSBA secretary Miliva Vranjanac, Delhaize offered secured parking for 

this initiative and Ambassador Leo D’Aes received the participants at the residence for dinner. 
Well done !! 

 

BSBA members meet on the International Fair in Tirana 

Blockx is a company from Serbia, founded by the Belgian 

company Louis Blockx NV from Arendonk in 2002. They 

continue a 95-year-old tradition of the founder in the production 

of containers, polypropylene fabrics and PP-Big bags. They 

belong to the largest European manufacturers of these products 

and completely replaced extruders and weaving machines with 

the latest generation of the same. 

Now they have electronically controlled production process with 

a laboratory that monitors the entire production process. Their 

imperatives are quality, reliability, respected deadlines, satisfied 

customers, because of this they implement several standards. 

Among them are BRC IoP, ISO 22000:2005, ISO 9001:2008, 

OHSAS, ISO 14001:2004 and EFIBCA. Blockx was represented 

on the Serbian pavilion of the International Fair in Tirana where 

Mrs Miluska Benkova (Blockx) and some of her colleagues met 

BSBA chairman Hugo van Veghel (TARA International Consulting, Novi Sad). It’s a small world after all.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Playwright
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stage_director
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Choreographer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Designer


Mark your agenda  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

topics for elaboration / discussion in 2018: 

 Current regulations and hot topics – suggested guest speakers 

Popovic, Popovic and  Partners (new corporate member) 

 Benelux cooperation event – networking event 

 Finance – suggested guest speaker State Secretary at Ministry of 

Finance, Republic of  Serbia, Deloitte Tax Advisory Department 

 Export Credit Insurance - AOFI – Serbian Export Credit and 

Insurance Agency  

 Development of e-commerce in Serbia and e-commerce 

regulations  
 

 
For more information on these upcoming events, please contact  

Milica Vranjanac, Secretary, of the BSBA at  

m.vranjanac@bsbiz.eu  

The BSBA LinkedIn discussion and information open group has grown to 789 members in less than 6 

years, and not only from Serbia and Belgium, giving international visibility to the association. 

 

We are looking forward to meet you also 

there  

http://www.linkedin.com/groups?

home=&gid=4439388&trk=anet_ug_hm      
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The macro photographs and scientific visual 

material of 20 works by the famous 15th century 

Flemish painter Jan van Eyck from 11 top museums 

have now been brought together in a single 

website. The free online access to this art treasure 

represents a huge step forward in the study of the 

founder of internationally acclaimed Flemish art of 

painting.  

Read more: http://bit.ly/2rGMxEx  

Business Address 

Koce Kapetana 30, I floor, app 2  

11000 Belgrade 
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